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done, borne the burden of the government of Saint Domingo.
Your presence in this city is a proof of your magnanimity and
your good faith. Our reconciliation will make this, island, of
which you are the restorer, bloom again ; and will consolidate
its new institutions, ^hieh are the fundamental basis of the
liberty and the happiness of all."

" When the people of Saint Domingo," replied L'Ouverture,
*"' triumphed in a war foreign both in relation to France and to
themselves, they never thought that they should ever have to
resist their natural protector. If explanations had preceded
your arrival in this island, the cannon woiild not have been
fired, except to welcome the envoy of a great power, and you
would, on reaching these shores, have seen no other lights than
feux dejoie. You knew for certainty that I was at Santo Do-
mingo. There was still time to send me news of your mission.
When you were before the Cape, General Christophe begged
you to grant him delay sufficient to acquaint me with the fact
that a French squadron was on our shores; you might reason-
ably have acceded to his request, instead of reducing the
people to despair by your threats, and exposing your army on
the crater of a volcano."

Leclerc admitted that pilots, whom he had taken near the
bay of Samana, had assured him that Toussaint L'Ouverture
was at Santo Domingo. " But I ana the brother-in-law of the First
Consul; I am Commander-in-chief of a French army, and con-
sequently in position and rank superior to General Christophe,
and I did not think it consistent with my dignity to stop before
a brigadier-general, and to listen to all his allegations."

" Nevertheless," rejoined Toussaint, " you waited for four
days, and you will agree that some days more wotild not have
done an injury to your honor, since, according to the words
and the letter of your brother-in-law, you are intrusted with
only a pacific mission. It seems to me that by patience you
would have served equally France and Saint Domingo."

" It is true; but I was not master of myself. Let us retain
no recollection of the past; all shall be repaired. Let us,ot but praise you and admire you Avhcn one has, as you have llio ainln-rtlor to
